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As our year comes to an end
it is a good time to reflect on
all the opportunities and experiences that are available
to our young people at
Perth High School. Thanks to
the commitment of staff and
partnership working there is a
wide variety. This newsletter
will give you a flavour from
this term.

for his help over the past
two years. Mr Illsley is also
leaving us , having retired
from his DHT post two years
ago he has been invaluable
in his role of wider achievement co-ordinator.
Joining in us in August we
have Ms McGill in Art & Design, Ms Armstrong in Biology, Ms Byrne McCrombie in
English, Ms Bonthrone in Geography, Ms Mc Donald in
History, Ms Pascolini in Home
Economics, Ms Morrow in
Maths, Ms Stewart in RME,
Ms McKechnie in Geography and Modern Studies, Ms
Allan in PE, Ms Lawson in
DET, Mr Caldwell in English,
Ms Smith and Dr Jones in
Chemistry.

We will have a few staff
changes after the summer,
we say goodbye to Mrs Oag
our Principal Teacher of Pupil
support who is retiring a massive thanks to her for her
years of dedicated service to
our pupils and we wish her
well. Mr Findlay, Ms Ly, Mr
Ali, Ms Rice and Mr Storrer
are leaving at the end of
term and Ms Hynd, Ms Davies are leaving at the end of You will have received notification of our new Better
August . We wish them all
Relationships policy and as
well in their new ventures.
Mr Cunningham mentioned
Mr Binning is retiring from his
there will be drop in sessions
position as teacher of DET
for this. If you would like to
but will still be with us as full
attend one of these please
time technician thanks to him click on the link below.

Monday 20th August, 2018
(4:30pm – 6:30pm) link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
better-relationship-parentcarerevent-tickets-47420615337
Tuesday 21st August, 2018 (7pm –
9pm) link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
better-relationship-parentcarerevent-tickets-47420660472
I would also like to draw your attention to our uniform guide on
the last page. The blazer try on
session was very successful and
we are hoping that you will encourage your son or daughter to
take up this option.
A calendar of events will be issued at the beginning of term
however the school holidays can
be found on the PKC website.
Click here
We are delighted that funding
has been secured for a replacement School. I will keep you upto
date on the progress with this
after the holidays.
Have a lovely summer.

The New Pupil Head Team
Congratulations to our New Head
Team. The successful candidates
are:
Head prefects are Natalie & Ben
Deputes are Nicole, Claire, Aidan, &
Alistair.
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S4 Science students had a
rare opportunity to go behind the scenes at Perth
Concert Hall this term to see
how they control the sound
and lighting for performances. We had a detailed tour
and learned much about
the role the engineers play
in ensuring performances
are enjoyable for the audience. Access was granted to rooms and
equipment not normally available to the
public. We saw how the auditorium floor
can be lifted or removed, how sound and
lighting effects can be customised for a performance and lingered in the same room as
Gary Barlow during his recent visit to Perth.
The students were inspired for their future
career prospects and rated the tour 5 stars!
Higher Media Wittertainment Prize for 2018
Emma ’s short documentary “My name
is Maryam…” has won the Higher Media
Wittertainment Prize for 2018. This is an inclass award for the best media product
produced as part of the Higher Media
course.
Emma’s documentary is an outstanding
insight into the life of a Syrian refugee in
Scotland. It has received praise from
Jacqueline McAlpine a senior producer/director with BBC Scotland, and has
since been passed on to Mr John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Education.
The 7 minute film was written, filmed,
edited, produced and directed by Emma, and is remarkably moving and inspiring.

You can see it for yourself at:
bit.ly/phsemma
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Sandy (new S6) is one of
the finalists for The Poetry
Games which is a national
competition. They received
7000 entries and he is one
of 5 finalists they are considering. This is a huge deal for
Sandy as he also won the
Perthshire Writers competition earlier in the year. The
finalists have to create a
video about their poem
and the winner is chosen
over summer by the public
so we could use all the
votes we can get! The winner gets an iPad and the
other 4 get a Kindle Fire.
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LIBRARY NEWS
The Library was thrilled to welcome award-winning author
Philip Caveney to the school in
February. Philip is best known
for his horror fiction, written under the pseudonym Danny Weston. “The Piper” won the Scottish Children’s Book Award in
2016, and “The Haunting of Jessop Rise” was shortlisted for this
year’s award. Philip certainly
had all of S1 on the edge of
their seats as he read from “The
Haunting of Jessop Rise” and at

the end of his visit there was quite a
scrum to buy his books – always the
mark of a successful author visit!
March of course means World Book
Day. And we were all set to host the
second annual Perth & Kinross InterSchool “Well Read” Quiz when the
Beast From The East hit and snowed
the whole thing off!! The quiz was
postponed til after the Easter holidays, with sadly fewer schools participating due to calendar clashes. Nevertheless, with fantastic prizes
for all thanks to the generosity of
Perth Rotary, Waterstones and the
Scottish Book Trust, we forged
ahead. Perth Academy came out
top, but our two teams came a respectable 2nd and 3rd – well done
Ellie, Noah, Innes, Graeme, Jamie,
Faolan and Graeme (S1) and Lara
and Eleanor (S2).

Library staff have been visiting Primary 7s as part of transition and are very
much looking forward to welcoming
our new pupils in August, as well as
releasing our new books onto the
shelves for all to enjoy. In the meantime, don’t forget that your local library runs the Summer Reading Challenge, with plenty opportunity to
keep noses in books and out of trouble. Older pupils can volunteer and
gain valuable experience.
We’ve also been lucky to enjoy the
excellent company of S3 pupils who
opted to participate in this year’s
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Carnegie Book Group – a reading group open to those up for
the challenge of reading the 8
books shortlisted to win the prestigious Carnegie Medal for children’s fiction. The winner has just
been announced – Geraldine
McCaughrean’s “Where The
World Ends” – causing some con-

sternation for those who were
convinced it should be Will Hill’s
“After the Fire”, Angie Thomas’
“The Hate U Give” or Marcus
Sedgwick’s “Saint Death”. Why
not check the books out for yourself and see what you think?
Lastly, we are already anticipating this
year’s Book Week Scotland. The
theme is “Rebel!” and is being
launched with a writing competition. The Scottish Book Trust are inviting young people to create a piece
of personal or collaborative writing,
based on their own experiences of
rebellion or one that is based on stories gathered from older generations. Who is the rebel in your family…
the one who does things their own
way, who’s stood up for something
they believe in, who dares to think
differently? The Library and English
dept will be getting together to support this and submit entries in September, but now is a great time to get
talking and writing. http://
scottishbooktrust.com/bws-schools/
submit-your-story
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A huge thank you to all pupils and staff who took part in the 5K run/walk for Teenage
Cancer Trust on Saturday 28th April at Perth parkrun, and all those who sponsored
them.
Dr Jones, a teacher in the Chemistry department, had run the London marathon raising £4,013.20 for the charity – well over his original target of £2600. He had challenged
pupils and staff to walk/run 5K raising £26 each with the hope of matching this target
of £2600. With over 80 pupils in staff taking part, the amazing news is we went one better and exceeded his actual total, raising a massive £4,115.30!
On Monday 18th June Emma Vickerstaff from Teenage Cancer Trust visited the Balmanno assembly to accept a cheque and thank the pupils. She informed us that with
a grand total of £8,128.50, Perth High School had raised more money for Teenage
Cancer Trust this year than any other school in Scotland.
A special mention to our fundraising champions who each raised more than £100:
Emily , Samuel , Fraser , Gavin , Ben , Adam , Graeme , Anna , Freya, Bella , Zara and
Anna. As a thank you for their efforts they were awarded with a medal at the assembly.
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Marathon in a Morning!
Kinfauns House charity is Cancer Research. Mr Kelman’s Personal Support class (K11)
decided to run the London Marathon in the School’s fitness suite, recording the distance everyone successfully completed on each apparatus. We were only planning
to complete 42 kms (a full marathon) but our final tally was 185.43 kms. It’s amazing
what you can do when everyone takes part…! We have already raised over £750 for
this most deserving charity with the total still climbing.
Well done to everyone not just for taking part and being active, but for raising so
much money.

French watersports Trip
40 pupils had a fantastic trip to France in June. They sailed, canoed, rock jumped,
raft built, “banana’d” and had a great time time. They made new friends within
the group and with pupils from the other schools that were there. They learned
loads of new skills and had some amazing experiences that they will never forget.
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Pupil Support Sharing Day 2018
Our annual Sharing day was again very successful this year. Parents, staff, pupils,
partner agencies and people from the community who have worked with the young
people through the department, came along to celebrate the successes, achievements and hard work of the young people throughout the year. Teas, coffees and
cakes were served by the new Café Project run by Brenda Donnachie and Janice
Glen – a project for a small group of pupils working on developing social, practical
and life skills. A range of plants, herbs and flowers grown by the Personal Achievement group led by Marion Egginton were on sale and a few fun activities and challenges were run by the pupils too. The afternoon culminated in a short prize giving
ceremony where the young people received certificates related to their achievements including John Muir Awards, Champions in School and Duke of Edinburgh.
Two pupils deserve special mention as it is their last year at Perth High School. Louise
received an Outstanding Achievement Award and Lauren received our very coveted Agnes Buick Personal Development Award for the excellent progress she has
made through her efforts, resilience and commitment. We wish both girls the best of
luck in the future as they head off to college. This was also the last Sharing Day for
Fiona Oag, Principle Teacher of Support. She will be retiring in the summer, so this
was a lovely way to end the term for her particularly. We will miss her very much and
wish her all the best in her retirement.
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Design, Engineering & Technology.
S3 Engineering Science classes have been learning
about energy. Pupils were tasked with creating a lifting machine and calculating the Electrical energy
used and how this has been converted in to potential Energy and Kinetic Energy. The machines that
were made were then evaluated in terms of their efficiency. The most efficient was only 14% - oh dear!
The S3 Engineering science classes were then learning about how electricity is generated. With the help
of our home made 3D printed flywheels which contained Neodymium magnets we
were able to generate enough electricity to light up LED’s. Mr Sherriff though it would
be a good idea to put one of the generators on to the turbo trainer and with a borrowed a bike from PE we started pedalling. The result was that we did generate more
electricity but unfortunately our 3D printed flywheels did not stand up to the forces involved and broke. Back to the drawing board.

All new S2 classes will hopefully have taken home their clocks by the summer holidays. Don’t they look great!
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Mr Sherriff’s S4 woodwork class have started to complete their
Nat 4 added value units.

Mr Gordon’s Higher Design & manufacture class have completed their first deign
task which involved the redesign of a product. They have made really good use of
our 3D printers.

Find out what else we are doing by following us on twitter @phs_DET
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Art & Design

Dress to Impress
Mrs. Brunton’s new S3 class participated in a textile workshop at Perth Museum & Art Gallery on Tuesday 12th June. The group collaborated on a
piece of work that will become part of a community robe. The robe will
be on display in Perth Museum as part of the ‘Dress to Impress’ Exhibition
from the end of June until September. The pupils were praised by the organiser of the workshop on their skills, creativity and impeccable behaviour.

‘

S2 / S3 Artist and designers in the making
Our S2 and S3 pupils have made a fantastic start to
filling their sketchbooks since the change of timetable in the Art and Design department. The department have changed their Broad General Education courses in light of pupil feedback last session. Their S1 – S3 courses are now fully skills based
and will support every pupil experiment and deepen their understanding through a number of expressive and design disciplines.
Pupils sketchbooks will allow pupils to take work
home more easily, be used to reinforce the departments feedback at parent contact evenings
Page 10

June 2018

P7 Transition Art and Design Workshop

Some of our future S1 pupils nd their parents attended the art department last week and participated in a workshop with Mrs Ross learning
how to produce a collograph print and how to use a quilling technique
to develop texture. We have some budding artists in the making and look
forward to welcoming all S1 pupils into the department in August.

Promoting School Values
Three of our pupils who were involved in the creation of
our school mural and photo shoot to support the promotion of our school values of Ambition, Respect and Equity
were asked to showcase their work at an event at Perth
Museum and Art Gallery this term. The two projects involved over 200 pupils and were supported from funding
received from the Living Communities fund. Pupils articulated to councilors and other
council staff the process they
worked through and the purpose of the projects. Pupils were given a certificate to congratulate them with their efforts and participation.
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Advanced Higher Art
All of our Advanced Higher Art pupils worked hard to meet their final deadline to submit their portfolio’s and final outcomes to SQA this term. Pupils have been very creative
to ensure their work was both diverse in terms of the theme they explored and that their
work was of a high quality with a range of experimentation undertaken. We wish all of
our S6 pupils good luck in their future endeavours. Here are a selection some of the final outcomes which were submitted.

Page 12

June 2018

Drama
S3 pupils were involved in
the following this term….
Next Up is a celebration of
young theatre-makers in the
North East of Scotland.
School groups, youth theatres and young companies
devise an original 20-30 minute piece of theatre that
will be performed at Dundee Rep Theatre over the
festival weekend from Friday 18th to Sunday 20th
May. We performed a piece
entitled ‘Kierney Karnvnial’
which was a very colourful,

vibrant and dynamic
performance which we
loved sharing with the
350 strong audience at
Dundee Rep Theatre!
Well Done S3 Drama!!!

The Kierney Karnival Photo
Slideshow .mp4

Duke of Edinburgh
Gold expedition having completed their 80km, 4 day walk circumnavigating the Cairngorm massif. The young men are with Rob Hands who supervised the venture along with Stephen Martin.
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English Department News
N5- Higher
Classes are all working on the persuasive writing PowerPoint that is
available to download from our department website:
www.phsenglishdept.wordpress.com
S4 pupils have also taken part in an
information skills workshop, run by our
librarian, Mrs Burns, to help in the
finding of information for their discursive folio. The information given at
the session can also be found on the
department website.
#N5Hfolio #folioinspo search these
on Google or Twitter to find lots of

P7 Transition Days
This term we got to meet our new S1
classes, and introduce them to the department.
Each class took part in a book quiz with
some classes also creating bookmarks

S1-S3: Homework
In S1-S3 we would expect that pupils are
reading for a minimum of 20 minutes every day. This may include fiction, nonfiction, graphic novels, manga, blogs,

After reading ‘All the summer in a day’ by Ray Bradbury Miss Hynd’s class designed
their own planets, and gave presentations to the class about their creations.

Carnegie Medal book group
This term a small group of S4 pupils read, discussed and reviewed the books that have
been nominated for the Carnegie Medal, with Mrs Burns, in
the library
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Higher Media: Assignment submissions
We had another year of strong assignment submissions from our Higher Media class, but we found this one to be
particularly powerful.
Use the link to view the film.
http://Bit.ly/phsmedia1801
Made by: Emma Milne
Featuring: Maryam Almhameed
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What have we been studying in the department?
Drama: ‘A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream’ William Shakespeare
Prose: ‘Urn Burial’ Robert Westall, ‘Private Peaceful’ Michael Morpurgo
Short stories: ‘Luke Baldwin’s Vow’, ‘All Summer in a day’ Ray Bradbury, ’Examination
Day’ Henry Slesar,’ The fun they had’ Isaac Asimov ‘On the Sidewalk Bleeding’ Evan
Hunter

Library News
Library Staff have been visiting P7s as part of
transition, and this year have undertaken a
survey on reading habits. The results will be
passed on to English shortly. We’ve also
booked in the new S1s for their Library Inductions in August/September, when we also
hope to have a new display prepared in
conjunction with Miss Cowan’s and Mr
McRae’s S2s. It’s been great to see so many
S2s brought down to borrow books. If you’d
like to take part in an activity to promote
reading – The Reading Game or Reading
Musical Chairs – let us know! “

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/libraryphs/
reading lists can be found here.

YA fiction recommendations
Mrs Fraser reads…
This fantastical fantasy debut novel
‘Children of blood and Bone’ by Tomi Adeyemi is action packed from
start to finish. It tackles some difficult
themes, such as prejudice, and has
some sad moments so would be
suitable for S3+.
If you would like to borrow this one,
you will find it in Mrs Fraser’s class library (room 4.5) or the school library.
Matt Killeen’s novel
‘Monster
Orphan Spy’ takes us back to Nazi
Germany, just before the start of
WW2. It is not your typical tale of a
Jewish character during this time
period. It is action packed and
thought provoking throughout. Due
to some of the more sensitive issues
discussed, I would recommend to
S2+

Debate Success
Massive congratulations to Perth High School’s
debaters, Luca and Fraser who gave a sterling
performance at the Scottish Parliament last
week in front of an audience of Law Society
big wigs, parliamentarians and pupils from
schools beaten on the way to this, the final of
the Donald Dewar memorial competition.
Runners up to Peebles High School, we beat
Strathallan and Lenzie Academy on the night.
Well done on doing so well in such a prestigious, national competition.
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Music Department
Choir
Here are the PHS Joint Choirs just after
we had the great pleasure of performing at the Headteacher’s Conference in
Perth High School.
A lovely way to spend the morning. Everyone commented on the very high
standard of singing. Well done all…!

P7/S1 Music Evening
Every year we are asked by our Community Link staff to help with the transition of
some of our pupils from P7 into S1.. This
year was no different and here are some
of our new P7’s and their parents at Mr
Kelman’s Music Evening.
The evening was a great success with
everyone thoroughly enjoying themselves (the parents all worked hard
too…!)
All concerned commented on how enjoyable and useful all of the evenings
are, and how they help ease the move
into S1.
We all look forward to welcoming our
new intake in August.

Page 16

Some of our Music pupils volunteered at
the Council’s Going for Gold event in Bells
Sports Centre with residents of local care
homes. The day was officially opened by
the reading of a letter, sent from HRH
Queen Elizabeth, and read by our Deputy
Lord Lieutenant, Alex Cairncross. It was a
fantastic intergenerational day out, seeing
the volunteers helping our older generation. The residents in residential care very
much enjoy interacting with young people
– some have had no contact for years.
Great fun was had by all. Many thanks to
Carolyn Wilson for all the work she puts into
this every year. We are very proud to be a
small part of it.
weAREphs
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Newsletter
Music Dept.
Over this past year Sam(S6) has been a Royal Scottish National Orchestra (RSNO) Ambassador. This has involved being part of a team of young people finding out what it
takes to be part of the orchestra, the business and administration, and of course the
playing. The group were also invited to the majority of the concerts, getting to know
both the players and the conductors.
Here, we see Sam conducting the orchestra at the RSNO centre in Glasgow where
he conducted 3 pieces. The assistant conductor and another young pupil also conducted. It was a wonderful night for Sam and a great achievement. Lots of players
spoke afterwards of how he had been so inspiring and full of confidence, and wished
him well for his future career as a conductor. Well done Sam.
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Music Department
Austria Trip
At 6am on the 16th June, 31 pupils and 5 staff started a long bus journey to Salzburg,
Austria. The trip included musicians, dancers and stage management pupils as during
the stay we had 2 performances.
At 2pm on Sunday the 17th, we arrived at the beautiful traditional guest house of Hutter run by 2 sisters Elizabeth and Brigetta. The hotel was situated in the village of Huttau in the Tyrol. A very ‘Sound of Music’ village. Pupils and staff had the rest of the
day to relax playing sports or in the outdoor pool. In the evening, we rehearsed for
our first performance. Monday was a busy day starting with a tour around the centre
of Salzburg in the morning and then a cable car ride up Unterberg with a walk to the
top of the mountain. What a spectacular view! Then back to the hotel for music and
swimming!
Tuesday was performance day. Firstly, we travelled to Germany to tour the Saltmines. In boiler suits we slide down wooden slides to 136 metres into the mountain to
learn how salt is formed and mined. In the afternoon, we travelled to the lakeside
town of St.Gilgen where we had our first performance in the bandstand to an audience of around 150 people. This finished with many pupils having a dip in the lake.
We travelled to Vienna on Wednesday to a very different modern hotel. Mrs Black
taught the group about crossing the roads especially with the trams and a very different way of driving!

Page 18

June 2018

Thursday was just fabulous with temperatures of 33 degrees! The morning was spent
at Schonbrunn Palace Zoo where we saw many wonderful animals and pupils and
staff had free time in the afternoon to explore the palace and grounds. After a
quick evening meal, we journeyed to Prater Park to ride on the oldest Ferris Wheel in
Europe.
Friday again was busy. We left at 9.15am and arrived back at 10.30pm! We started
with a guided walk by Mrs Black through Vienna. We started at the fountains at Belvadiere Palace, passing the Concert hall where the New Years’ Day concert is held
each year, the state opera house, Hofburg Palace, St.Stephen’s Cathedral and finishing at Hunderstwasser House! Vienna is a city of culture with many amazing
buildings and galleries! Unfortunately we didn’t go into the Steinway shop, poor
Lewis was having withdrawal symptoms from not having a piano to play!
In the afternoon, we travelled to Baden outside Vienna where we performed our
second concert to an audience of around 70. We were very fortunate to have one
of our parents in the audience who commented on the amazing experiences the
pupils were receiving. To finish the evening, we travelled back to Schonbrunn for a
performance of Mozart’s , ‘The Magic Flute’. Not a conventional performance but
a magical one performed by marionette puppets! Controlled by 17 strings and
amazing puppeteers! Afterwards, we went backstage to see how the mirrors enlarged the set and we had a chance to walk Mozart!
Saturday morning gave us a chance to relax and shop before embarking on our
long journey home. We left just after 12pm and arrived safely at Perth High School
at 6.15pm on Sunday evening. An amazing and fun filled excursion with very enthusiastic and great ambassadors for Perth High School!!
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YPI Final 2018
The YPI final took place on Wednesday
25th April. We had a large representation of 11 finalists this year, competition
was fierce. The pupils did a fantastic

job and were a credit to themselves
and the charities they were representing. The Winner of the £3000 was Mindspace, 2nd - SHIP and 3rd – Cycling without age
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DiverCITAY Celebration & Mindspace
The winning pupils of YPI are continuing
their support for Mindspace by representing and helping to create the Mindspace
float for the DiverCITAY festival on Saturday 23rd June. Pupils have been involved
in the whole process of design, construction, painting & will then be on the float at
the celebration. This is a huge honour for
the pupils and is raising great awareness of
Mindspace.
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Parent Teacher Association
PTA 200 Club
Are you constantly being asked for money by your children and wondering what's in it for you? Well, the PTA 200 Club
helps to raise money for the many extra-curricular activities on offer at Perth High School AND gives its members a
chance to win prizes! For £10 a year, you will be entered into a monthly prize draw for a first prize of £40 and a second
prize of £15. All profits are used by the PTA to help provide our pupils with opportunities outside of the classroom. If
you would like to enter for 2019, please complete the form and return to Mrs Brown (Maths department).
To our current members, firstly, thank you so much for your continued support. Please remember to tell us of any
change of address so that any correspondence and winnings reach you. The winners so far for this year are:
January
1st prize Mr & Mrs C.Hunter
2nd prize Gael Coupar
February
1st prize Mrs M. Smith
2nd prize Mrs J. Biggins
March
1st prize Miss Ogilvy-McLean
2nd prize Mrs C. Milne
April
1st prize Sara Carr
2nd prize Steve McIntosh
May
1st prize Mrs Kirton Vaughn
2nd prize Mr J. Cook
June
1st prize Elaine Collie
2nd prize Neil McKenzie
Congratulations to all of our winners!
Callum in S3 has competed in
both mountain bike enduro
races this year, coming 1st in
the Falkirk Enduro and 2nd in
the Fair City Enduro race for
his age cat, and he is racing
at national level this summer in
the Scottish Downhill Association Series.
Callum is pictured competing
at Innerleithen SDA.
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Perth High School Uniform reminder
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Reminder
Pupils return to school on 14 August

School Tie
Senior Ties for S5/6 pupils only available from the School
White Shirt
Navy/Black Pullover
School clothing grants are
Navy/Black Trousers
available from PKC
Navy/Black Skirt
Click here
Navy/Black Blazer

Keep up to date with our news all year round
On the web
http://perthhigh.net
on the Perth High APP
on twitter
@PerthHighSchool (main one)
@PerthHigh_Maths
@SciChemPHS
@phsart_design1
@PerthHigh_PTA
@EnglishPhs
@perthhighsci
@PHSModStud
@Perthhigh_pe
@PerthHighSTEM
#weAREphs

