
 

 

 

Newsletter  March 2019 

Perth High School 

we A.R.E.PHS,  Ambition, Respect, Equity 

 

Happy Easter 

to all Staff, 

Parents and 

Pupils. 



Perth High School 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to the third edition of our monthly newsletter.  It is packed full of events and learning that have tak-

en place throughout the month of March.  I have included a short survey in this newsletter and I hope that 

you will take a few minutes to complete this for us.  We would like to know the best way of communicating 

our good news with you.   There is also space for you to make suggestions too.  Please click here to complete. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to share a summary of the presentation that our Senior Leadership 

Team gave at the meeting on the 11 March in the Assembly Hall about our Education Scotland Inspection 

report.  

 

The inspection team found the following strengths in the school’s work:  

 

The Better Relationships Policy, which is beginning to improve clarity, communication and consistency in 

how positive relationships are developed across the school. It is helping teachers across all classrooms 

to establish a more positive climate for learning.  

 

The range of opportunities which young people have to achieve and develop their skills. These include 

after-school and lunch-time clubs in music and sports, and a very proactive and successful chaplain-

cy group.  

 

The increasing and successful nature of the school’s work with local, national and international partners. 

This is providing young people with new and interesting experiences to enhance their learning.  

 

As well as our strengths there are four areas of development. 

 

Development area 1 

 

Our first area of development is to develop a clearer, unified sense of direction and purpose in taking forward 

key aspects of school improvement. This should be informed carefully by information which the school has 

gathered on its own strengths and weaknesses and take account of the views of staff, young people, parents 

and partners. 

Over the past 4 months we have created a 2020 vision.  It is a vision that is underpinned by our values and sets 

out our expectations for “Better Relationships, Better Learning” 

It includes the learning experience, our whole school ethos and meeting the needs of young people. 

Throughout the year there will be opportunities for us to seek views from all stakeholders about our progress 

with this. 

 

We have also taken the following actions to ensure that our Young People feel safe, happy and achieving in 

school; 

 

The Better Relationships Policy which was mentioned in the report has been supported by a whole school 

staff training day in November.  The focus of this was to ensure that all staff are clear about our ap-

proaches to enhancing the ethos and culture within Perth High School   

 

In December we held an Anti-Bullying summit with pupils and a draft Policy has been written.  It has been 

issued to all stakeholders for feedback and it will be launched with all staff during our April in-service 

day.  The pupils were clear that they wanted a “speak up” culture one that does not tolerate any 

form of bullying 

 

We have also looked at improving attendance.   We have reviewed our systems to  increase rigour in 

tracking attendance which will enable earlier interventions and therefore better learning. 
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Development area 2 

 

Review the curriculum so that all young people receive their entitlement to a broad general education. 

 

 Departments have reviewed their BGE Courses against National Experiences and Outcomes and National 

Benchmarks to ensure that we have the right pathways to enable the highest number of young people to 

achieve fourth level by the end of S3; 

We have also modified our structure within S3 to allow for improved personalisation and choice. 

 

Development 3  

 

Ensure that all young people can engage consistently in challenging, motivating, well-paced learning experi-

ences which meet their needs. 

Learning and teaching is our core business and the actions that we have taken have enabled staff to focus on 

the purpose of lessons as well as the expectations within each lesson. 

 Our L & T working group has designed a new Learning & Teaching Blueprint which was  introduced during 

the February inset day.  This is aimed at increasing pace and challenge across the school; 

Strategies have been reinforced to ensure that high quality teaching leads to high quality learning.  This in-

cludes increased rigour in our quality assurance of the learners’ experience. 

 

Development 4  

 

Further provide staff with planned opportunities to engage together in professional learning. These should be 

linked to helping them develop their skills and confidence in assessing, tracking and monitoring young peo-

ple’s progress effectively. They should also be linked to developing their understanding of how to support the 

needs of all young people consistently 

 

 We have a working group that are currently exploring the way in which we track the progress of young 

people in S1 to S3 and the use of data that we have available to us. 

 Departments have and will continue to engage in moderation not only of outcomes but also of planning.  

This ensures a shared understanding of standards 

Staff understanding of how to support the needs of all young people ensures young people are supported con-

sistently. 

 

I will give updates on our progress with all of these areas in Newsletters and at Parent Council meetings.   

 

The New Perth High School 

 

Throughout March we have also been working closely with Space Strategies and our architects for the design 

brief for the new school.  This has included visiting a number of other schools to see new learning environments.  

We are delighted that our architects, NORR Consultants Ltd, have been shortlisted by the Royal Incorporation 

of Architects for Scotland’s best new buildings of 2019.  This is for their design of West Calder High School.  I will 

keep you updated with the progress of the plans for our new school in our newsletter.  

 

Finally, I wish you a relaxing and enjoyable holiday.  
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          MUSIC NEWS 

In February, Mr Kelman re-

hearsed and accompanied a 

group of singers to perform with 

Brendan Cole, formerly of 

‘Strictly.’ We performed songs 

from both The Greatest         

Showman and La La Land. We 

had rehearsed a lot before we 

arrived at the Concert Hall, but 

nothing could have prepared us 

for the live band, singers and 

dancers that met us when we 

got there. It truly was brilliant…

We got our photos taken by the local papers and off we went to 

the stage to be taken through the choreography with Brendan 

(which we had already learned, but not with the live musicians) It 

truly was an unforgettable, wonderful experience, and well worth 

all the hard work during rehearsals.  A special word of thanks to 

Mrs Elder and Mrs McMurchie for accompanying us for the    

evening. 
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First Steps group raise money for our South African Link School—Bongani High School 

 

Nine S1 pupils made and sold rope doormats and coasters as part of their enterprise section within their recently 

completed First Steps Course. They decided that a good use of the money would be to contribute to the fund to 

bring over several South African link students this June for a life changing visit to Scotland and Perth High School.  

Katie 1H1 hands over £80 to Lauren 6B12 and Lucy  6H10 who recently travelled with a group of fellow students to 

South Africa to meet and study with pupils from Bongani High School in the Northern Cape. 

Congratulations to Zara 

(S5) who came an im-

pressive 6th out of 22 in 

the Scottish Schools 

Equestrian Champion-

ships in Dressage.   
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Aspire Cup Winners 2019 

On Friday 15th March Perth Schools hockey hockey squads travelled to the National Hockey Centre in Glas-

gow to play in the Scottish Hockey Aspire Cup finals.  Scottish hockey’s senior finals day is an exciting and live-

ly experience where the pupils play at top level facilities, with highly qualified umpires and technical officials, 

as well as a stadium full of supporters and photographers!   

The boys played first against Grove Academy from Dundee. With both squads looking strong on the team-

sheets it was always going to be a close game and it did not disappoint!  Perth Schools took the lead early in 

the 2nd half when a slick pass found Euan L (Perth Academy) in the ‘D’ and he made no mistake with his finish.  

The 2nd goal came from our very own Lewis McG (S3) whose close range effort was just as exciting as his cele-

brations afterwards! Grove Academy managed to pull one back with a penalty flick but Perth Schools stayed 

strong thanks to the calm and positive leadership from their captain Alex P (Perth Academy).  The boys lifted 

the Aspire Cup with a 2-1 victory! Well done to Evan J (PA) who was deservedly voted MVP. 

 

 

Now it was the girls turn and they stepped onto the pitch confident and determined to follow in the 

boys footsteps.  The scoring started for the Perth Schools’ girls in just 7 minutes after Lucy P (PA) deflect-

ed a well worked short corner into the goal.  Ruth B (S6) then continued the scoring from a penalty flick 

and the Perth girls began dreaming of their winner’s medals!  St Margaret’s were not going down with-

out a fight and pulled a goal back thanks to the Perth girls momentary lapse of concentration.  Katie 

G (S6) replied immediately with a fiery close range finish and from then on it was one-way traffic.  

Goals followed from Iona F (PA), Ruth B (S6), Olivia E (S3) and Ailsa D (PA) for a 7-1 final score.  Captain 

Rhiannon N (S6) was delighted with her team’s performance and proudly lifted the winner’s trophy for 

the team.  MVP went to Ruth B (S6) who impressed throughout the match. 
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U18 Rugby  

 

On Thursday 21st March, Perth High School sent a 

team to the Annual Perth Academy rugby 7’s  

tournament which has been going for 59 years 

and counting. The squad took a knock on the 

morning of the tournament due to illnesses, injuries 

and school work deadlines and as a result we only 

took 8 players. Having lost narrowly to the High 

School of Dundee in the cup semi finals we were 

put into the plate final against the hosts, Perth 

Academy to battle it out for some silverware. The 

boys did so well considering the limited subs we 

had for the day and ended up winning the plate 

in a fantastic, thrilling final which saw Sam score 

the winning try in the final play of the game. A big 

thanks to all the boys who played and special 

mention to Sam (S5) who won player of the tour-

nament voted for by the Perthshire development 

 

Thanks to all players for their efforts at training and matches throughout the year.  It was 

fantastic to share the experience with so many supporters both pupils, family and staff; we 

very much appreciate them travelling through.  Final thanks goes to Jess Martin who has 

supported and coached the teams; keeping a level head even in very close matches! 

Many thanks from a very proud Miss Cafferty. 
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English and Media Studies department 

S2 Scots language unit 

 

Fit rare! This term oor S2 classes hiv been 

reading, scrievin, harknin, an spiking in 

Scots. We finished oor project designing 

oor ane Scots products, n makin oor 

marketing campaign tae share wi oor 

class. The winners fae each class com-

peted fir a shotty in the final, wi oor aw-

fie special judges. 

Oor winners created the Bru Bar, and 

the judges loved the taste and presen-

tation by Maddie, Ellen, Jodi and Georgie. 

A big well done to all the other groups for 

your interesting ideas: Scottish Batman com-

ic, an app to find your friend, a film set in 

Scotland and phone cases. 

Poetry Society 

 

This term saw the inauguration of Poetry Society, which meets once a 

week on a Wednesday lunchtime in 4.4. The aim of the group is simply 

to provide a forum for aspiring writers to share their work in a support-

ive space, as well as to consider the work of established writers for the 

purposes of pleasure and enrichment. The society is open to all stu-

dents who may be interested, and news of ongoing competitions 

and events will be shared at these meetings throughout the year. 

See Mr Kearns if you would like to know more. 

S1 Graphic Novel Artists 

“Wow!” That was the response to Graphic Novel Artist Tom Foster’s engaging S1 talk which was 

delivered as part of World Book Day celebrations. 1BA were so inspired by the Tom that we decided to take some of 

what he showed us and created our own comics.  

Tom explained that Graphic Novels follow a script which is sent out by an editor. Sometimes the same script is sent to dif-

ferent artists. We saw some amazing examples of how different artists interpret the one script. The results were really inter-

esting – there were obviously similarities, but there were also significant differences – differences that reflect the individual 

and unique personality and skills of each artist.  

So, 1BA did an experiment. Every pupil was given the same script, but they had to interpret it, and bring it to life in their 

own way. Here are some of our results – and I’m sure you will agree, they are amazing!  

 

      Great work Mr Caldwell and 1BA 
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This is a team picture of the S1/2 

team who competed in the 

UKMC Team Challenge in Falkirk 

coming 13/30 schools in Scot-

land. 

 
Saltire Awards 

 

Georgina has achieved 500 hours vol-

unteering at Perthshire Rugby club and 

Active Schools.   Ross has achieved 200 

hours volunteering at Perth College 

Climbing Centre. 

S2 Inspiring Purpose 

 

Within RMPS this term, 

S2 classes have been 

working on Inspiring 

Purpose (a national 

competition) Pupils go 

through a journey of 

self-discover and inspi-

ration that concludes 

with making informed 

statements about the 

type of person they 

want to become, their 

vision for a better 

world and what they 

will personally do to 

bring this vision to life. 
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Maths Challenge 

Pupils from St Madoes, Inchture, Oakbank and Kinnoull took part on Monday the 11th of March and pupils from Abernyte, 

Inchview, Moncrieffe, Abernethy and Errol competed on Tuesday the 12th of March.  They took part in a variety of mathe-

matical activities in teams with pupils from the other schools as a transition event.   

 

PHS at the Spring Scone Show 

We were asked by Beautiful 

Perth volunteers if they could 

help our pupils to prepare en-

tries to the RHS Spring show at 

Scone. Over the last few 

weeks a group of pupils have 

been coming along and busy 

making Mother’s Day cards, 

drawings of pets, growing 

cress and building bug hotels. 

Thanks to all the BP volunteers 

for organising and preparing 

this project. We all had such 

fun being creative and the 

pupils came up with some 

fabulous entries. 

 Fingers crossed for some priz-

es!  



 

 

Page 11 

March 2019 

Higher RMPS 

 

Higher RMPS pupils visited Perth Sheriff Court to witness the justice process first hand. Pupils currently 

study Religion and Justice as part of the course; this includes causes of crime, purposes of punish-

ment and sentencing in the UK. By attending court pupils got to speak with the resident sheriffs, sit in 

on court proceedings when sentencing was delivered and had the opportunity to observe the court 

cells. Pupils were able to put their learning into context. 

A massive well done to all the young people that took part in the PKC regional cross country championships last 

Tuesday 19 March. 

We entered 7 teams and all 7 teams medalled. The final breakdown was...4 team golds, 2 team silvers and 1 

team bronze. 

Breakdown and individual medal winners is as follows... 

. 

S1 Girls - Team Gold and new regional champions. / Amy - 1st and new regional champion. 

S2 Girls - Team Silver  (beaten by 4 points for the Gold!!) 

S2 Boys - Team Silver (beaten by 1 point for the Gold!!) / Finlay 2nd, David 3rd 

S3 Girls - Team Gold and new regional champions. / Olivia - 1st and new regional champion, Anna 3rd 

S3 Boys - Team Gold and new regional champions. / Lewis 2nd 

S4 Girls - Team Bronze (remember they were up against 5th and 6th year pupils so a very good result ) 

S4 Boys - Team Gold and new regional champions. / Ben 1st and new regional champion. Sam 2nd. 

Cross Country 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

 

With World Book Day falling in March, it’s always a busy time for the library.  To celebrate this year, we had comic book artist Tom 

Foster in to speak to all of S1.  Tom’s talk showed how comic book art is very carefully considered, and that each component in 

the image is designed to pull the eye along in a series of visual connections – so much more than just a set of pictures with some 

speech bubbles!  Tom is currently work for 2000AD on cult action hero Judge Dredd, and the queue of pupils wishing to speak to 

him after the event was looooooong!  Inspired by the event, Mr Caldwell’s English class took Tom’s visit a step further by writing 

and illustrating their own comic books strips. 

 

On World Book Day itself, we ran an Oscar-inspired Book Polls, inviting pupils to vote in such categories as Best Book Series, Best 

Book to Movie Adaptation and Favourite Hero/Heroine.  The poll created quite a buzz and more than a few arguments!  Winners 

to be announced after Easter.  Throughout the week we also ran a Bookish Quiz as part of regi-wars, with K7 being the class with 

the best bookish knowledge – well done! 

 

Lastly, we entered two teams into the World Book Day “Well Read” inter-school quiz, competing against participants from all over 

Perth & Kinross.  Our teams came a very respectable 3rd and 5th – well done to Mark and Cara from S1, and Rachel, Emma, Han-

nah, Lucy, Innes and Megan from S2 for taking part and being such stars. 

 

As part of the PHS Health Week, the library had week-long mindfulness and self-improvement themed displays, with huge colour-

ing-in sheets as a welcome diversion from end-of-term assignments.  We then dedicated a lunch hour to Readaxation.  No tech, 

no chat, no homework; just lots of comfy chairs and an invitation to kick back and lose yourself in a book for an hour.  It proved 

so popular among staff and pupils alike that we are thinking of making this a regular event. 

 

After Easter, we will launch our Carnegie Reading Group with S3s.  Any keen readers should look out for this opportunity to share 

some time with like-minded classmates and read the book shortlisted to win this year’s Carnegie Medal.  

 

Before we sign off, Library staff would like to congratulate author John Young on winning the Scottish Book Trust’s Children’s Book 

Award for 2018.  John visited us at the start of the session in August, to talk about his book “Farewell Tour of a Terminal Opti-

mist”.  It’s a funny but bittersweet tale of a very unlikely friendship between a teenage cancer-sufferer and his bully and we highly 

recommend it. 
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A great trip to Ryze trampoline park in Dun-

dee with pupils from the 4 Room 4U 

groups.  Pupils and staff had a lovely day 

and staff at Ryze were impressed with their 

good behaviour.  This trip is to celebrate the 

end of a lot of hard work this year looking at 

managing emotions in different situations, 

expanding  social skills and working with oth-

ers.  Our next big activity is a visit from our 

Champion in Scotland who will join us for 3 

sessions.  This year it is Ross McFarlane, a 

wrestler from Glasgow. 

Mrs Anderson 

It has been a busy term in Huntingtower with excellent participation in Regi 

Wars and the InterHouse Competition. I am delighted that so manyyoung 

people from Huntingtower have signed up to do the Teenage Cancer Trust 5K 

run. As always, I am super proud of you all. 

We have raised £200 for our House Charity CHAS and I would like to thank Car-

oline and the House Team for their efforts in doing so. 

Congratulations to Gregor for being awarded an International tie for achieve-

ment in judo! Well done, Gregor! 

Thanks to all staff, pupils and parents for your continued support and Happy 

Holidays!  Mrs Shenton  
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Design, Engineering & Tech-

nology showcase of work 

from S4/5/6 pupils doing N5 

and Higher Design & Manu-

facture, N5 woodworking and 

N5 / Higher Graphic Commu-

nication.   
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Rock Challenge 

 

A big thank you to The Rock Challenge Team 

for all their hard work … including coming in 

the past 3 Sundays to rehearse and wishing 

them lots of luck in the competition in Aber-

deen on Saturday. 30th March. 

 

This year, a group of S6 pupils have worked 

hard producing Perth High Schools’ entry into 

Rock Challenge.  Rock Challenge is where 

pupils perform up to 8 minutes of music and 

dance which brings across and highlights an 

important theme.   

 Music Department Success 
This month has seen a number of our pupils perform-

ing in Perform in Perth a local music festival.  We 

have had a range of successes this year in our     

ensembles and solo performances. 

 

Strings: 

Ryan S : Viola solo class winner 

Brass: 

Andrew Mc: Advanced trumpet class winner and 

also played on the Saturday again in the Lairg 

Charlie J was second in this class 

Elliot S: Trombone intermediate winner 

Rachel K: F Horn transitional winner 

Kirsty H Trumpet intermediate winner 

Lorna R had a fantastic performance in the ad-

vanced trombone coming 3rd  

Bagpipes: 

Leah Mc: Practice Chanter 3rd 

Lucy J: Bagpipes March under 15, 3rd 

Organ: 

Lewis Mc: Organ Solo open 2nd  

Cello: 

Michelle C: Cello Solo Advanced 1st  

Lucy F: Cello Solo Advanced 2nd 

Kym R: Cello Solo (Elementary) 1winner 

Lucy C :Cello Solo (Elementary) 2nd   

Lauren C: Cello Solo (Intermediate) winner 

Woodwind: 

Eilidh H: Flute Solo (Transitional) 2nd 

Piano: 

Fraser M – 2nd place Open Recital 

Caitlin E – 3rd place Open Recital 

Keir B - 1st place Intermediate Recital 

Carlo L – 2nd place Grade 5 solo; 3rd = Intermediate 

Solo 

Amelia F – 1st place Transitional Solo 

Oscar H – 1st place Grade 5 solo; 2nd place Interme-

diate Solo 

Andrew Mc – 3rd = Intermediate Solo 

Vocals:   

Erin P: Disney solos winner 

Hannah S: Disney solos 2nd 

Heather R: Musicals aged 14/15 3rd 

Amelia F: Musicals aged 14/15 

Darcey M: Musicals aged 14/15 

Percussion: 

Callum I:Snare Drum Solo (Beginners) 3  

Snare Drum Solo (Transitional) 1 Matthew E 

Snare Drum Solo (Transitional) 2 Thomas E 

Snare Drum Solo (Intermediate) 3 Euan W 

Xylophone Solo (Elementary) 2 Caleb S 

Xylophone Solo (Transitional) 1= Matthew E 

Xylophone Solo (Transitional) 1= Thomas E 

Timpani Solo (Elementary) 1 88 Matthew E 

Timpani Solo (Elementary) 2 87 Caleb S 

Timpani Solo (Intermediate) 2nd  Euan W 

Drum Kit Solo (Beginners) 3 rdCallum I 

Ensembles 

 

Percussion Ensemble (Orchestral Instruments)2nd 

 

Wind Band, Schools (Advanced) winner 

Brass Ensemble, Schools (Intermediate)   winner 

We have also had a range of pupils achieving well 

in their Trinity College of London Graded  music 

exams.  Congratulations to: 

Catriona S5 Violin: Grade 7 merit 

Naomi S4: Violin Grade 7 merit 

Rory S4 : Viola Grade 6 merit 

 

North Church Musical performances 

The music department have long established links 

with the North Church Friendship Group that meet 

every last Tuesday from September to March.  We 

provide musical entertainment for the group on a 

number of occasions.  This session, we played mu-

sic with the ceilidh band and soloists in December, 

provided love songs sung by members of the choir 

for Valentine’s week and our last performance 

was on Tuesday 26th March where members of the 

brass band played as an ensemble and also as 

soloists.  We also provided pipe music.  The mem-

bers always talk very highly of our contributions 

and we are very privileged as a school to be invit-

ed to share our talents and skills.   

All music ensembles in the school will be perform-

ing at this. 

 

This year, they decided to have the theme. ‘A mother’s 

love’ Where a mother has her child kidnapped and traf-

ficked to a gang of child slavery.   

 

If you are looking for something to do on Saturday even-

ing and would like to support our pupils, they are per-

forming at the Aberdeen Exhibition and Conference 

Centre at 6pm.  Tickets are available via the following 

link. 

https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/2019-rock-challenge-

aberdeen-30-03-2019/event/36005591EA55A5AD  

https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/2019-rock-challenge-aberdeen-30-03-2019/event/36005591EA55A5AD
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/2019-rock-challenge-aberdeen-30-03-2019/event/36005591EA55A5AD


 

School Tie  

Senior Ties for S5/6 pupils only available 

from the School  

White Shirt  

Navy/Black Pullover  

Navy/Black Trousers  

Navy/Black Skirt  

Navy/Black Blazer  

Perth High School 

Keep up to date with our news all year  

round 

On the web  
http://perthhigh.net 

on the Perth High APP 
on twitter 

@PerthHighSchool (main one) 
@PerthHigh_Maths 

@SciChemPHS 

@phsart_design1 

@PerthHigh_PTA 

@EnglishPhs 

@perthhighsci 

@PHSModStud 

@Perthhigh_pe 

@PerthHighSTEM 

@PerthHighModLang  

@phs_DET  

#weAREphs 

Perth High School Uniform reminder  
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