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I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff, young people and their parents and carers for their commitment over the past few months. During a pandemic by working together
we have made it possible for Perth High School to be open and functioning since in August.
For a school of our size this has been an extraordinary achievement.
As we move through the pandemic we move into the next phase and some online learning
when we return in January. Your child should know how to access their google classes online.
This is the format we will use with more details to follow before 11 January 2020.
You will have seen the communication yesterday about our arrangements and the details for
the start of term.
If nothing else this whole experience has let us appreciate the important things in life, taking
care of and spending time with those we love and care about.
I wish you all a peaceful and relaxing holiday, Merry Christmas and a tranquil New Year.
Best wishes
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PHS Christmas Card
This is our lovely Christmas card design this year, a big thank you to the Art & Design department and Ella 6K4 for the lovely image!

Notes from the Garden
We have had a busy time in the garden over the last few months. It feels like the weather has
been really wet this Autumn but the rain gods have been really kind to us and almost all our
sessions have been dry and there has been very little frost.
We have been harvesting the last of the root vegetables and pupils have made delicious curried parsnip and leek and potato soups. We couldn’t have our annual RHS Soup Share event
in the staffroom, so we made some for small groups in school or the pupils took the vegetables
home to make soup. We still have Kale and Cavolo Nero which they like to nibble at when we
are working, and we have some fine sprouts plants that we are sharing out between us for
Christmas. I am amazed at how many pupils like sprouts!
Most of the garden has been put to bed, my S3 group have worked really hard emptying the
compost bins onto the beds and covered them over for winter. This really helps to keep down
the weeds and warms the soil ready for planting next term. I am pleased that we finally had
time to tackle the composting situation, it’s not my most favourite job but the lads got stuck in
and now it looks quite professional, almost as good as Monty Don’s!
The other activities for the groups have been working with willow. We didn’t get the chance to
cut all of it back in the Spring and some of it was very thick so I decided to show them how to
make a willow hurdle. All the groups had a go at hammering in the poles and coppicing the
thick sticks and weaving them through. It was a tricky job but thankfully Viewland Ventures
group and Beautiful Perth had bought us some new loppers, shears and secateurs so at least
we had sharp tools to work with. I was impressed with our effort and it was a rewarding experience to show them an age old tradition that is so often forgotten…. and we didn’t have any
casualties.
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For the last few weeks we have been making willow wreaths. This used up the thinner sticks
and we explored the school grounds to collect a lovely selection of greenery to decorate them.
We had hoped to have a community wreath making session but sadly this was not to be, but
let’s hope we will be able to pass on our wreath making skills next year.
Best Wishes to you all from the Gardening Gangs and let’s hope for a better 2021 where will
be able to share our talents and produce with you all again.
Marion Egginton
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LIBRARY NEWS
Merry Christmas from the Library. This month we have enjoyed a Festive Readaxation, the 12
Days of Bookmas challenge and a series of lunchtime quizzes.

S2 quizzing away. Well done to winner Phoebe.

Who says kids can’t sit and read quietly?

Thank you also to everyone who ordered from the online Scholastic Book Club. The points we
gain back on purchases on this has helped us buy some new stock for the library.

Merry Christmas. Hope everyone gets a chance to put their feet up and enjoy a good book!
Support Department
Some of the young people in the Support Department enjoyed a couple of virtual visits from
Therapets from Canine Concern Scotland. We enjoyed hearing about the important work done
by therapy animals and enjoyed meeting Breagha the Cocker Spaniel and Labradors Rhu,
Maisie and Belle who is about to have puppies. Hopefully, the new session will bring some
face to face (nose?) contact.
Mrs Simpson
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International Computing Challenge Success
Congratulations to Perth High School Computing students who recently participated in the
international Bebras Computational Thinking Challenge.
The Bebras competition, supported by Oxford University and Raspberry Pi Foundation, is an
international initiative aiming to promote Informatics and computational thinking among
school students at all ages.
Almost all of our S1, S2 and S3 Computing classes at Perth High were able to participate this
year.
Many Perth High Computing students received merit and distinction awards, and 8 of our
students scored so highly (top 10% across the whole of the UK) that they received a
Gold award and are eligible to participate in the University of Oxford Computing Challenge in
2021.
Congratulations to Sathkruthi in S2 who achieved a Best in School award. Sathkruthi said
“The Bebras is a really fun competition, I learned a lot and would recommend it to anyone
who might want to take part next year”.
You can find out more about the competition and try some of the Computing puzzles here:
http://www.bebras.uk/prepare.html
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International Coding Competition Win
Congratulations to Tassi in S1 who won top prize in an international Computer Coding Competition.
The competition to design a Halloween themed video game, animation or app was hosted
by Reboot the Rules and dressCode. dressCode was founded with the aim to close the gender gap in Computing Science.
Tassi is already a talented and enthusiastic coder and her prize – a Kano Pixel Kit – will allow her to continue developing her coding and games design skills at home.
All S1 pupils at Perth High School learn and develop skills in coding, animation and games
design.
Look out for lots more Computing competitions in 2021!
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S.H.I.P Art Raffle
Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets for our Art Raffle, with proceeds going
to S.H.I.P. We managed to raise £704! Your generosity is much appreciated and the winners are below:1st – 478 – Logan 4E1
2nd – 624 – Tim Kearns
3rd - 88 – Esme 3P2
4th – 605 – Lisa Sorbie
5th – 106 – Erin 2K2

(Left) Head boy James, (Centre) Mrs Nicola Ross PT of Art, (Right) Head Girl Ella.
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Keep up to date with our news all year round
On the web
http://perthhigh.net
on the Perth High APP
on twitter
@PerthHighSchool (main one)
@PerthHigh_Maths
@SciChemPHS
@phsart_design1
@PerthHigh_PTA
@EnglishPhs
@perthhighsci
@PHSModStud
@Perthhigh_pe
@PerthHighSTEM
@PerthHighModLang
@phs_DET
@PerthHighHist
@PHS_Interhouse
@HuntingtowerPHS
@ElchoPHS
@PHSPitheavlis
@BalmannoPHS
@KinfaunsPHS
@FashionPerth
@TheLinkPHS

#weAREphs

and follow perth high school PTA
Facebook page:
perth high school pta

